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POINTERS 
S.P.G. and South India. The Bishop of the Windward Islands, 


again expressing his own views and in no way committing the 
Society, has written for us a note, which will be found on page 133, 
on the result of the meeting of the S.P.G. Standing Committee 
called to consider the Archbishop of Canterbury's request for the 
opening of a special fund in support of S.P.G. missionaries in 
south India. Had the Committee accepted that proposal, it 
_ would, in our opinion, have Stultified the decision come to at the 
meeting which we reported last month... That proposal was, 
however, rejected and another proposal merely to accept any 
subscriptions that may Be sent for the purpose was agreed to by 
-a three to one majority, The Church Times has been “ given to 
understand © that “ the Society will not solicit such gifts " and 

* will neither encourage nor reject" them. A compromise has 
been reached which may or may not meet with approval, which 
may or may not prove beneficial to the Society. Tufe alone can 
show. 


* * * * 


From Another Angle was first printed in The Bond of Peace, the 
Quarterly Paper of the Society for-Catholic Reunion, last vear, 
and is reprinted in part (page 134) by kind permission of the 
‘;ditor of that paper. The writer, a former Free Churchman, now 
an’ Anglican, represents probably the views of only a minority, 
but they will, we believe, be of general interest to our readers. 


, ~ No doubt this backwardness arises from causes by no meatis 
bad in’themselves. Our Church has had cause to mistrust . 


Liberty of prophesying and. our people seek to be led by 
constituted authority ; so much so that. in former times, the 
English services in Indian cantonments were read, in the absence 
of the Chaplain, by the Deputy Commissioner, the representative 
of the King-Emperor. Any authonty was better than none. 
- Besides this, suitable men among us are often too modest and 
retiring to take a lead, or so sensitive as to fear the jealousy of 
others. The elaborate requirements for the office of lay reader 
may act as a deterrent : it should be possible for a man to read 
the Prayer Book and the Bible to his fellow-Christians without : 
hanging a medal round his neck ; and where there is no ordained 
©, -«_IMinister and no lay reader it would be a good thing if one or other : 
of the churchwardens could be waneeted to read Morning and 
Evening Prayer without further licence or permission, solely by 
reason of his office. 


‘In other ways, the Church of England shows herself well able 
_ to utilize the services of laymen ; there have been in recent years 
a number of writers on theologi: al subjects from among the laity, 
as is also the case, significantly enough, with the Roman Catholics. 
This is a matter of a few specialists, but it prove es Clearly that 
say. Ina Ae 08 and more indirect way, pot er we have a 
church well served by resident clergy, the laity take a part m the 
service which is of inestimable value. We do not, asa ruk, excel 
at congregational singing, but our people do know how to be_ 
Silent, and how to keep still. I have known this simple matter 
make a great impression on one brought up in a Free Church 
environment. Churchpeople come to worship not solely for com- 
fort or edification, but conscious or half-conscious of the responsi- 
bility and privilege of their share in the worship, which willbe 
so much the more imperfect if each one does not render it with all 


-his being. 
This spirit of corporate devotion i is one of the things that others 
can learn from us. But we are compelled to ask ourselves, whether 
this would be spoiled by the encouragement of the spirit of leader- 
ship? Is it just this devout and self-effacing habit of mind that 


deters our layfolk from taking the initiative in circumstances such 
as I have described ? 


I do not believe that this ought to be so. Where there is any 
body of faithful Churchpeople gathered together, if there is no 
ordained minister, then that little section of the Church should be 
able to find within herself provision for such service of God as can 
be rendered without the clergy. Lay leadership ought to be 
forthcoming in a Church fully and comprehensively Catholic. 


W. O. Fitcu, S.S.J.E. 
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~. A MOMENTOUS DECISION 


Since the article printed in Faith and Unity last month was 
written, the Archbishop of Canterbury, as President of the 
S.P.G., strongly urged the Standing Committee to open a Special 
lund in support of the S.P.G. missionaries who are prepared to 
leave the Anglican Church for the South India scheme when it 
comes into being. This looked like an attempt to implicate 
S.P.G. - However, at a further meeting of the Standing Committee, 
His Grace put his views very forcibly with the result that the 
following resolution was carried, 58 voting for and 19 against :<— 


* Resolved that the Standing Committee of S.P.G., 
believing provision to continue former $.P.G. work in South 
India within carefully circumscribed conditions to be incon- 
sistent neither with the terms of its Charter, nor with the 
declaration of its policy made at the Special Meeting on the 
8th May, sanctions the acceptance of subscriptions for this 
purpose, and the payment thereof into a separate account. 

‘ Provided that such payments do not necessarily involve 
any verdict on the status or principles of the South India 
Scheme.” 


Bishop Carpenter-Garnier received an assurance from _ 
Archbishop that this move in no way implicated the S.P.G. 
the scheme, and the latter part of the resolution, from“ Proy ited 
that,” was added on the proposition of Bishop Walter Carey. 


There will be no Special Fund, but people who care to send 
monies for the former S.P.G. missionaries in South India may do 
so through S.P.G. Opponents of the Scheme take one of two 
views : either that it is wrong to send money in any case, or that 
the Society is justified in obliging people who wish to give money 
to any missionary cause, orthodox or unorthodox. 


WINDWARD ISLANDS. 


Catholicity, A Study in the Conflict of Christian Traditions in 
the West, is the title of a Report presented to the Archbishop of 
Canterbury by a group convened by Dom Gregory Dix, O.S.B., 
at His Grace's request “* to examine the causes of the deadlock 
which occurs in discussion between Catholics and Protestants and 
to consider whether any synthesis.. . . is possible.” 

The Archbishop himself contributes a Foreword to the Report 
in which he says that it “ should serve a useful purpose,” and 
-that its readers * will profit by the survey.’ With that judgment 
we wholly agree, but can it be-said that the Report answers the 
questions put to it in the committee’s Terms of Reference? The 
Report’s own words seem to imply that it does not; but . 
the Report is certainly most interesting and well worth study. 
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ANOTHER 


Quite frankly, though I have felt bound to embrace the Catholic 
Faith, as held by the Church of England, I have not reached the 
stage at which I can sever old connections completely, and T am 
hoping that I may see the day when my onetime co-religionists 
will realize all the Catholic Church has: to offer them. I write, 
therefore, as far as possible, from the point of viev, which I held 
prior to my conversion to the Church. 


Schemes of reunion loom largely on the religious horizon just 
now. I place little faith in most of them, Toa great extent, thes 
fall into two classes: those, like the South India Scheme, whic hi 
seek to hide fundamental differences‘tinder ambiguity, and those | 
which would resolve the Faith into the highest common factor, 
which, in effect, would resolve it out of being altogether. -Neither 
can be fruitful. The only Faith which will overcome the world 
is one which is definite, authoritative, and can claim historical | 
‘continuity. Moreover, the fact-is being forced home upon us that~ | 
only a single, united front can secure headway for Christianity 
in the modern world. 


The formation of a pan-Protestant amalgamation’ has been 

- advocated in some quarters. It 1s open toa very grave objection. 
Between the Romans, Orthodox and Anglo-Catholics there is 
less difference of opinion than exists between some Protestant 
bodies, and a pan-Protestant amalgamation would have the 
inevitable result of producing a far stronger Catholic” bloc. 
Christianity, split into two strong opposing divisions would pre- 
sent a far more vivid picture of disruption to the world even 
than at present. The very strength of the opposing parties would 
secure this, and that strength, tod, would tend both to thrust 
the two yet further apart and tempt each to waste itself upon _ 
the attempted annihilation of the other. “It is obvious to anyone, 
who thinks seriously of reunion, that it cannot really be effec tive 
until Christ's will is fulfilled, * that they all may be one.’’ It is 
this fact which emboldens me to write on the subject and to put 
forward some views (not entirely my own, for they are shared 

by friends I have met within my late, and in other, Protestant 
denominations) which might be of some interest to Catholic 
reunionists. 


Protestantism, in the past thirty years, has had to face up to 
the realities of a very grim situation. There is no gainsaying the 
fact that the drift from religion is a real factor in modern life ° 
and that all efforts to stem the tide have proved futile. 
Protestantism is singularly ill-equipped to meet. this modern 
situation. It replaced an infallible Church by an infallible Bible 
and then encouraged Higher Criticism to shatter its chosen founda- 
tion. Science which, in actual fact, can only reach conclusions by 


~ 
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experiment and experience and wherein new knowledge constantly 
upsets previously accepted principles, has assumed the cloak of 
infallibility in the eyes of the average man. Christianity, on the 
contrary, which is revealed truth and, therefore, implies a Single, 
authoritative exposition, is presented to the world as a mere 
welter of conflicting opinions and, outside Catholicism, makes 
little or no claim to infallibility. It is small wonder that the drift 
from religion continues and that there is a growing realization... 
that Christianity, if it is to play any part in the future, must 

_ recapture some common source of truth and present a single, 
authoritative doctrine to the world. 


Of late years, the pressure of world events has forced Christian 
denominations into closer contact with each other. Two impor- 
tant facts have emerged as a result of this contact. First of all, 
we have discovered religious bitterness, in past ages, was no __ 
respector of the truth. Romanism, which a century ago was 
openly labelled as pagan idolatry, is, to-day, regarded as a quite 
legitimate expression of C hristianity. In the second place, we , 
have learnt that it is possible to diseuss our differences without | 
rancour. These are hopeful signs and, by the grace of God, might 
well be of service. 


Very few would now deny that the Papacy played a vital part 
in the preservation of Christianity throughout the Middle Ages: 
As the centre of Christian unity, it presented a rock upon which , 
every effort of the world to destroy or pervert the. Faith was 
broken time after time. As I see the course of events shaping 
themselves now, it seems to me that they will force the issue. 
A non-spiritual element in Protestantism might affiliate with 
the world and continue, for a time, as a State-controlled religion, - 
but the truly spiritual in Protestantism cannot do so and will 
find itself allied with the Papal See. Persecution in Germany 
brought Catholics and Protestants together. A far greater menace 
might well bring them into the one fold. 


At the moment, the reaction to the world situation is expressing 
itself in two ways : by the putting forward of schemes for whole- 
sale reunion and by the organization of evangelistic campaigns. 
‘In my opinion, the time is not ripe for either. It is quite clear 
that only a united Christianity can make any appeal in the modern 
world ; it is equally clear that there are real differences which 
must. be resolved. before any organic union .can be affected. 
Reunion must come before evangelization. We have learnt to 
respect the views of our fellow Christians in our recent contacts, 
we know there is much upon which we are agreed, but the differ- 
ences must be dealt with. I submit that they cannot be ade- 
quately resglvecLat a council table. That is to leap too far ahead. 
There must be much spade work done first, and I suggest that the 
proper place for such is within the Churches and denominations. 
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| themselves. -Let Christianify, as a whole, decide to take a long 
he _..view of evangelization, let it realize that reunion is the first 
necessity, and let it, then, eoncentrate upon itself until this first 
requisite is realized. Let the Churches and denominations con- 
sider, seriously, their ditterences, since these are the vital factors 
in perpetuating disunity. Let them contrast their own with the 
expositions and explanations attorded by the exponents of other 
views. (We have been misled too long by “vy ments.) Let them 
be tested and tried in the light of the need of the world for salva- 
tion. Where dogmatic agreement ts found in Churches or groups, 
let them work for union aud, gradually, if the task 1s faced honestly 
and prayerfully, the difheulties will disappear. In my view, and 
I speak as I would before my conversion to the Church, differences 
of doctrine, whilst they might be of interest to the theologian, do 
not affect, nor even interest, the average Church-goer. The man 
in the pew Is motivated:more by custom and fancy than by any 
dogmatic assertions. Ttis the organization, the tvpe of service, 
whether it be sacerdotal or evangelical, which attracts or repels 
him. Itis here, | think, in the realm of organization and ministry, 
that the real difficulty confronting re union lies, but IT do not 
think that it 1s insoluble. 


From the earliest days, priest and prophet have been opposed. 
This, in etter t, marks the real difference between (€; itholic ism 
and Protestantism. Catholicism places the main emphasis upon 
worship and the Sacraments ; Protestantism upon morality and 
evangelism. But the two need not be in. opposition, and both 

“will be needed in the years which lie ahead. Catholicism can’ 
give to Protestantism that certitude in Faith i h the latter 
has sacrificed, the wonder of worship and the perfection of the 
Sacraments; Protestantism, in return, can tender that evangelistic 
zeal, which needs only the fire of a holy mission to set it blazing 
through the world again. It is on these-lines hope to see 
a real union of Christendom accomplished. 


BLEucH. 


Catholicity, the Report noticed on page 133, can be had from the 
’ax House, Buckingham Gate, S.W. 1, for 2s. gd. post free. 


Communications for the Editor and subscriptions to Faith and. 
Unity (three, shillings a year minimum) should be sent to the 
Secretary, C.D.C.P., 6 Perth Road, Beckenham, Kent. Back 
numbers of faith and Unity are av ailable and can be had from 
the Secretary, price fourpence each, post free. 
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